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Master Plan Purpose, Planning Area, and Objectives

Master Plan Purpose/Overview
Faced with limited funds and staff, the City of Aurora staff undertook this park master planning process 
in order to prioritize community park and recreational needs, responsibly maintain and enhance the 
natural and man-made recreational resources of the city, assure that the greatest benefit is achieved 
from each dollar spent, and explore multiple funding opportunities.

Facility improvements and program recommendations proposed in this plan were developed with 
guidance from the following factors: 
• an assessment of current facilities and programs
• input from the community and stakeholder groups
• input from city staff at the local level, and the City of Aurora Parks Board
• an evaluation of the present opportunities and constraints

The proposed recommendations serve as a guide for the development of recreational resources 
and amenities for the next five years and prioritize improvements to the park facilities and recreation 
programs that will most benefit the Aurora community.

Specifically, this five-year master plan will do the following:
• Gather feedback from a diverse group of stakeholders, residents, and park users and report the 

findings in an accurate manner
• Set achievable goals and objectives that reflect current issues, challenges, and opportunities as 

they relate to the current park system
• Inventory and evaluate the physical condition of existing parks and amenities
• Inventory and evaluate existing parks and recreation programming
• Provide a guide for the development of park and recreation amenities that reflects the interests 

and needs of the community
• Expand opportunities to obtain funding for the park system amenities and programming

Master Plan Goals
The primary objectives of this plan are as follows:
• Serve as a planning document to guide the operation of the Aurora parks system
• Identify opportunities to add or expand parks and recreation programs and amenities
• Serve as a supporting document to secure funding for proposed projects
• Provide the foundation to make accurate budget decisions
• Elicit the input and support of the citizens of Aurora

Definition of the Planning Area
The City of Aurora is committed to providing high quality facilities and services to all people, regardless 
of their residential status, financial situation, or abilities.  Primarily, those served are residents of Aurora, 
and the community’s park and recreation facilities fall within the city limits.  However, the park system, 
particularly the boat launches, community pool, sports complex, and the community’s many festivals 
and events, attract visitors from Dearborn County and beyond.  As well, children living outside of the 
city limits attend St. John Lutheran School and St. Mary’s School.  Drawing visitors from the region 
provides many economic growth opportunities from attracting new businesses and residents to the 
dollars spent in the local economy associated with these visits.

The park system includes 10 current parks:  Largent Field, Aurora Sports Complex, Aurora City Park, 
Waterways Park, Ron Knocks Park, Mary Stratton Park, Lesko Park and Trail, Aurora Recreational 
Community Center (ARCC), Aurora Dog Park and Dearborn Trailhead, and Cochran Park.  Many of 
these parks have waterfront access along the Ohio River, North Hogan Creek and South Hogan Creek.  
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Map of Aurora, Indiana



Context

General
The City of Aurora is located in southeast Indiana 
along the banks of the Ohio River in the Ohio 
Valley.  Home to approximately 3,750 people, 
Aurora is situated along U.S. Route 50 and is 
approximately 96 miles from Indianapolis, 31 
miles from Cincinnati, and 91 miles from Louisville. 
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, the city has a 
total area of 3.09 square miles, 2.76 square miles 
of land and 211 acres of water. 
 

The major roads running through Aurora include: 
• U.S. Hwy. 50 - the main east-west road through 

the city
• SR 56 - merges with U.S. 50 in downtown and 

travels along the Ohio River (also a part of the 
Ohio River Scenic Byway

• SR 350 - connects downtown with the Dearborn 
County schools

Dearborn County covers 307 square miles with 
a population density of 163 persons per square 
mile.  Dearborn County is a part of the Cincinnati-
Middletown, OH-KY-IN Metropolitan Statistical 
Area. 

History
Aurora is named for the goddess of dawn in 
Roman mythology and was settled in the early 
1800’s.  Located on the Ohio River, Aurora is, and 
always has been, a river town.  The city is known 
for it’s quaint downtown which maintains many 
of the historic buildings including the Hillforest 
Mansion built for a wealthy businessman who 
earned his fortune shipping goods on the river.

Aurora was platted in 1819 and became a 
successful port town in the early 19th century.  
The city was platted by the  “Aurora Association 
for Internal Improvements” and included two 
hundred and six lots and six public squares.  The 
association set apart lots for public improvements 
including a library, town square, several churches 
and a school.

Aurora has continued to expand with an increase 
from 2.2 square miles in 1960, to 2.8 square miles 

Regional Map - Dearborn County

City of Aurora within Dearborn County
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in 2000 and 3.08 square miles in 2010.  Although 
the land area has increased the population 
has decreased.  As the city has annexed areas 
additional resources are required to serve these 
areas.  When the population does not increase 
along with the land size it can put more pressure 
on existing city resources.  However, with the 
recent addition of the Amazon Warehouse in 
metro Cincinnati and the proposed expansion of 
the shipping port in Lawrenceburg there is great 
potential for future growth within the current city 
corporate limits.

Natural Environment and Landscape
Natural Region
The City of Aurora is located in the Bluegrass 
Natural Region, Switzerland Hills Section, and the 
Interior Plateau Ecoregion  of Indiana.  According 
to the Dearborn County Soil Survey this area is 
characterized by numerous creeks, streams, rivers 
and drainage-ways which flow into the Ohio 
River.  Broad flat upland plains and narrow ridges 
dissected by steep-sided valleys describes the 
physiography of the area.  

The varied topography of the region provides 
Aurora with great vistas over the valleys.  Hillsides 
reach above the Ohio River by as much as 400’.  
Many of the historic structures of Aurora were built 
to take advantage of the views up and down the 
Ohio River.  In contrast, the areas along the river 
and the creeks are flat bottom lands providing 
ideal terrain for activity.

Although the terrain is an asset to the community, 
and often referred to by people when talking 
about Aurora, this is also a challenge for the parks 
system.  Both the large hills and the waterways 
create barriers for connecting the parks system 
with a system of shared-use pathways. 

Water Resources
Aurora is located along the banks of the Ohio 
River which creates a natural boundary for 
the city on its south side.  Aurora also has North 
Hogan Creek and South Hogan Creek which 
converge and then flow into the Ohio River.  
Many of Aurora’s parks are located along these 
waterways.  Combined these waterways cover 
.33 acres within the corporate limits of the city.  

A recreational and scenic asset that provides 
canoeing, kayaking, and fishing opportunities to 
the community, these waterways also presents a 
regular flooding threat to the city’s infrastructure 
and parks.  Flooding commonly occurs at least 
once a year inundating several of the city’s 
parks.  Flooding along the Ohio River creates 
maintenance challenges for the city in Lesko Park 
and along the trails.

As the city continues to grow considerations 
should be given to establishing sustainable 
development guidelines to limit runoff.  Increased 
hardscape should include measures to reduce 
the impact of development on the flood prone 
areas.  Guidelines should include best practices 
such as stormwater controls like bioswales and 
raingardens to detain runoff.  Wetlands are also 
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an in important natural resource which can slow 
the rate of runoff into the creeks and river.  The 
city should further study existing wetland locations 
identified in the Comprehensive Plan and protect 
these areas.

Vegetative Cover
The hilly terrain of Aurora is covered with 
heavily timbered land.  There are pockets 
of development and agriculture sprinkled 
throughout the woodlands.  These wooded hills 
are photographed often and a source of pride 
for the community.  Streams are also an important 
part of the ecology.

Invasive species are present in Aurora and 
Dearborn County.  These include the emerald 
ash borer, poison hemlock, honeysuckle and tree 
of heaven to name a few.  Left untreated, these 
invasive species can harm the native plants, 
eliminate cover and food for wildlife and alter the 
ecosystem.  The Purdue Extension Office located 
in Aurora is a vital resource and potential partner 
in developing new programs to combat invasive 
plants in the parks and community.  With local 
knowledge and State resources, these offices are 
commonly involved in public education programs 
as well as volunteer events to remove the species 
from park properties.

Climate
Aurora, similar to all of Indiana, has a temperate, 
continental climate that is characterized by 
four distinct seasons with significant seasonal 
variations in temperature.  Average temperatures 
range from 21 degrees Fahrenheit in January to 
86 degrees Fahrenheit in July.

According to the Midwest Regional Climate 
Center, precipitation in Aurora is evenly distributed 
throughout the year with an average of almost 42 
inches  per year.  The majority of the snow falls 
between December and February with a total 
average of just under seventeen inches per year.
  
Soils
According to the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Aurora is located in a physiographic 
location known as the Bluegrass Natural Region.  
This area  is primarily characterized by various 

waterways with upland plains and narrow ridges.

A variety of soils and soil types are present in 
Aurora; however, the three primary soil series 
located in the city are Eden Flaggy Silty Clay 
Loam, Huntington Silt Loam, and Pate Silt Loam.  
These soil types are commonly found in flood 
prone areas and hillsides. 

The majority of these soils are not suitable for 
development because of their strong shrink-swell 
potential and the soil combination with steep 
slopes.  The floodplain area soils also have a very 
low saturation level.  Poor soils do not mean that 
development can not occur but it will be more 
costly than on suitable soils.  This should be a 
consideration to any proposed improvements 
suggested for the parks system.     

Education
The South Dearborn Community School 
Corporation operates three schools near the city 
limits of Aurora.  These include:

Aurora Elementary School
6098 Squire Place
Aurora
812-926-2090

South Dearborn Middle School
5850 Squire Place
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Aurora
812-926-2090

South Dearborn High School
5770 Highlander Place
Aurora
812-926-2090

All of the schools are located immediately 
adjacent to one another on a campus located 
to the northwest of the community’s corporate 
limits.  

There are also two private schools located in 
downtown Aurora.  These include:

St. Mary’s Catholic School
211 4th Street
Aurora
812-926-1558

St. John’s Lutheran School
222 Mechanic Street
Aurora
812-926-2656

The schools offer a variety of activities and 
amenities including:
• Baseball/Softball
• Basketball
• Cross Country
• Football
• Golf
• Gymnastics
• Soccer
• Swimming and Diving
• Tennis
• Volleyball
• Track and Field
• Wrestling
• Playgrounds
• Variety of After-School Activities

While many of the school’s facilities may not be 
open to the public after normal school hours, the 
playgrounds and outdoor amenities do receive 
regular use by the general public.  

Moving forward, the City of Aurora may want 
to consider a joint-use agreement with the local 
schools to ensure continued use of recreational 

amenities after school hours.  This agreement 
would set forth the terms and conditions for the 
shared use of the property and could allow the 
sharing of costs for opening and maintaining 
the facilities.  This can apply to not only outdoor 
facilities such as playgrounds, tracks, and sports 
fields, but also to indoor amenities such as 
gymnasiums.  For more information on joint use 
agreements, reference Appendix B at the end of 
this report.  
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Man-Made Attributes and Resources
Transportation Network
• Roads:
 - U.S. Hwy. 50 bisects Aurora, running east/ 
              west through the city.
 - SR 56 runs into Aurora on the city’s       
              southwest side. 
 - SR 350 connects the downtown area with 
              the South Dearborn School campus
 -Local/city roads are primarily organized
 on a grid and offer a residential level of
 service.

• Railroad:  The Indiana Southern Railroad runs 
through Aurora connecting Indianapolis to 
Evansville.  The rail line primarily transports 
cars from the Greensburg Honda plant, corn, 
soybeans, and coal.

• Sidewalks:  Portions of the City of Aurora have 
pedestrian sidewalks.  Where sidewalks occur, 
their condition varies from excellent to very 
poor.

The many forms of transportation into the city 
are an asset for the city but also create barriers 
between the different areas of the city and 
between the parks.  Hwy. 50 is seen as a major 
barrier to connecting the parks with pathways 
or sidewalks.  Safe crossings should be assessed 
and might include improved crossings at signals 
or a walkway going under or over the highway to 
avoid the many lanes of heavy traffic.

Cemeteries
Aurora has one cemetery located just outside 
of the corporate border.  River View Cemetery is 
located along Laughery Creek and was founded 
in 1869.  The cemetery is on the National Register 
of Historic Places, was designed in a radial pattern, 
and includes and three mausoleums, and a 
Soldier’s Circle.  The cemetery is a destination 
because of its beauty and location overlooking 
the floodplain of the Ohio River.  Although this 
is located outside of the corporate boundaries 
considerations should be given to connecting to 
this destination with a pathway system.

Aurora Public Library
The Aurora Public Library is located in Aurora on 
Third Street within the downtown area.  The library 
was built in 1913 and is located on the National 
Register of Historic Places.   The library houses a 
collection of books, audio books, magazines, 
videos, DVDs, and music.  The library also offers 
a variety of educational programs including 
computers focused on different age groups from 
young children to senior citizens.

Culture
Arts and Museums
Hillforest is a historic mansion built in 1855 and 
included on the National Historic Register  The 
mansion is located at the top of a hill overlooking 
downtown Aurora and the Ohio River.  The restored 
mansion hosts tours and is available for rental for 
events such as weddings and receptions.

City of Spires Historical Museum and Foundation 
is located on Fifth Street and is available for 
weddings, concerts, funerals and meetings.  The 
museum is known locally as the Fifth Street Church 
and includes a sanctuary built in 1848.

Veraestau Historic Site is a historic home which 
currently houses the Indiana Landmarks Southeast 
Field Office.  The house is available for rental and 
is open for tours by appointment.  The home is 
located on a hill above downtown Aurora at 
4696 Veraestau Lane.
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Festivals and Events
Below is a list of festivals and events held within 
Aurora.  While they are not all sponsored by the 
city itself, a number of community organizations 
contribute to their planning and success.  Festivals 
and events include:
• Aurora Red, White, and Boom (July)
• Aurora Marketplace (June-October)
• Summer Outdoor Movies (May-September)
• Aurora Farmer’s Fair (October)
• Aurora Ghost Walk (October)
• Miracle on Main Street (Nov.-December)
• Christmas at the Square (first weekend of 

December)

Aurora Riverfront Vision Plan
Although not owned by the City or the Parks 
Department, there are plans to develop portions 
of the Ohio Riverfront along the Aurora boundary.  
This master plan includes plans for open spaces, 
programmed urban plazas, riverfront overlook 
and beautification and gateway treatments.  
Extension of the Dearborn Trail to connect with 
the Lesko Park trail are also included in the Aurora 
Riverfront Master Plan.  This long term project 
could add another amenity to the parks system 
when implemented.

River Cities Bike Share Program
The City of Aurora recently teamed with the City 
of Lawrenceburg to implement a bike share 
program between the two cities.  This program 
established bike stations where residents and 
visitors can rent bikes and, utilizing the Dearborn 
Trail and other trails, can travel between the 
two cities for work, errands and site seeing.  The 
implementation of this program shows the cities 
commitment to the growth of the bike system 
within the city.

Gabbard Riverfront Park
Located along SR 56, this land was acquired by 
the Redevelopment Commission and is planned 
as a part of the Aurora Riverfront Vision Plan.  This 
corner lot has extended views up and down the 
Ohio River.  Pending future development the 
immediate plans include the creation of a public 
gathering space with several seating options and 
amenities to serve multi-seasonal programming.

Golf
• Dearborn Country Club

Marinas
• Aurora Landing
• Blue Ribbon Marina
• Lighthouse Point Yacht Club
• Sunset Bay Marina & Campground
• Tradewinds Marine Inc.
• Waterways Marina

Churches
A number of churches are located within Aurora.  
Several of them offer a variety of programs for 
youth, adults, and families.
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Demographic and Economic Characteristics
When the Census Bureau takes a census count for a town or city, they start by spec-
ifying the boundaries of the area to be counted. This area (or sampling area) is a 
polygon and it may or may not match the geographical boundaries of the city. The 
shape and location of the polygon can change from census to census.  The loca-
tion of the sampling area for Aurora shifted slightly north between the 2000 census 
and the 2010 census.  Although still valuable for comparison, this information should 
be taken into consideration when comparing the 2000 and 2010 census data.

Population Distribution/Economic Factors
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Demographic and Economic 
Characteristics
• 49% male, 51% female
• Median age: 35.7 years
• 97.5% white, 0.5% black or African American, 

0.6% Indian, 0.3% Asian, 1.5% Hispanic, 0.5% 
other 

• 1.9% of population speaks a language other 
than English at home (2000 census) 

Age
Median age for Aurora, IN is 35.7 years. 

Housing and Families
Economic summary 2000:
• Median household income: $39,331
• Families below poverty level: 9.4%
• Largest industry: arts, entertainment, recre-

ation, accommodation and food services
• Second largest industry: educational, health 

and social services
• Largest county industry: Service Industry
• Mean time travel to work: 25.7 minutes

Housing character 2010:
• Total number of households: 1,472
• Number of people living in households: 2,166
• Average household size: 2.55
• Total housing units: 1,647
• Vacant units: 10.6%
• Home owner with mortgage: 41.6% 
Education Attainment of Aurora’s Adult Popula-
tion (25+) in 2000
• High School grad or higher: 74.8%
• Bachelor degree or higher: 12.7%

Households
Households are another means of measuring 
growth and change in a community. A house-
hold includes all the people who occupy a 
housing unit as their usual place of residence. 
Households are classified by type according to 
the sex of the householder and the presence of 
relatives. Examples include married-couple fam-
ily; male householder, no wife present; female 
householder, no husband present; spouse (hus-
band/wife); child; and other relatives.
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Average Number of Household 
Members
The average number of household members 
decreased between 2000 and 2010 in Dearborn 
County and Indiana. The average number of 
household members increased between 2000 
and 2010 in Aurora.

Housing Units
The number of housing units in Aurora increased 
slightly between 2000 and 2010.  The majority 
of the increase was seen in annexation areas 
to the city.  The area of Aurora corporate limits 
also increased by 0.28 acres over this same time 
frame.  
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Household Income Distribution
The chart below depicts the distribution of 
households at different income levels in Indiana, 
Dearborn County, and Aurora from 2000 to 2010 
with the majority of households earning less than 
$40,000. The Parks Department should continue 
to make cost effective recreation activities 
available to residents. 

Population By Occupation
The following chart shows that in Aurora over 
half of all the jobs are in service occupations 
or sales and office. The remainder come from 
management, professional, or related services; 
production, transportation and material moving; 
farming, fishing and forestry; and construction, 
extraction, and maintenance. 



The City of Aurora is governed by an elected mayor and five-person common council, which 
oversees the elected Clerk/Treasurer, the Police Department, the Street Department, Planning 
Commission, Redevelopment Commission, and the Park Board.

City of Aurora Organization Chart
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City of Aurora Parks and Recreation

City of Aurora Parks and Recreation Board
PO Box 158

Aurora, IN 47001
Member Political Affiliation Position Term Expiration
Mike Peters
143 Market Street
Aurora, IN 47001

Republican President 2021

Cindy Rottinghaus
10 Woodlawn Avenue
Aurora, IN 47001

Democrat Secretary 2022

Lani Valas
315 Importing Street
Aurora, IN 47001

Democrat Member 2020

Ashley Gordon
Aurora, IN 47001

Republican Member 2019

Mission
To provide residents and visitors of our 
community with park facilities and leisure, 
educational, cultural, and physical activities 
that enhance quality of life and inspire personal 
growth, self-esteem, pride, and respect for the 
community.

Park Board Goals and Objectives
The Park Board developed the following goals 
and objectives for the City of Aurora Park and 
Recreation Board as a part of the 2005 Master 
Plan.  These goals are still current and will guide 
development of the park system over the next 
five years.

• Provide a park system with facilities and 
activities serving all age groups, ability levels, 
and interests

• Provide an inter-connected park system with 
safe access to community amenities

• Celebrate and protect the unique heritage, 
culture, and natural environment of the 
community

• Work in partnership with other government 
entities, community organizations and 
businesses, and volunteers to provide 
recreation opportunities and amenities that 
respond to the needs of the community

• Provide good stewardship and maintenance 

of existing park resources and amenities
• Develop new park and recreation amenities 

and programs in response to community 
needs and desires

Park Board Policies
The 2005 Park Master Plan also established priority 
policies for the Park Board.  These include:
• To work closely with the Clerk Treasurer’s Office 

to maximize development and maintenance 
through budget funds.

• To enlist the aid of volunteers and private 
donations.

• To use professional help from Southeastern 
Indiana Regional Planning Commission for 
possible grant funding.

• To support, promote, and guide youth athletic 
programs within the parks and recreation 
facilities.

• To promote recreational and physical activities 
and opportunities for the entire community.

Organization & Structure
The City of Aurora Park Board consists of four 
volunteer members appointed by the mayor  
Each member is appointed to a four-year term 
with no limit on the number of terms able to be 
served.  Primary duties of the Park Board include:  
supervising and making rules for the parks system; 
establishing rules for the use of park facilities; and 
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preparing and submitting an annual budget.  
The Park Board meets once a month to discuss 
current affairs related to the park.  The meetings 
are publicly advertised and open to the citizens 
of Aurora.

Because a staffed Park Department does not 
currently exist, the Street Department is charged 
with maintaining the park  

Budget Review
The Parks Department Funds are provided by the 
City Council.  Funds are used to operate the City 
Pool, ARCC and for maintenance and repairs for 
the parks.    

The Park Board does offer the ability to use several 
buildings within the parks system and which 
generate some revenue. In addition, the ARCC 
does charge membership fees and for individual 
use of the facilities and classes.

Improvements often occur through monetary 
donations or donations of used equipment.  
Additionally, the Park Board can request 
additional funds from the City Council on an as 
needed basis to cover the costs of improvements.

Generating Revenue
The city currently has several avenues to generate 
fees.  Although, these are not large avenues of 
revenue they do contribute to the long-term 
funds for the parks system.  The Parks Board 
should continue to explore ways to better market 
these opportunities to continue to increase the 
revenues.  Rental/Fee Facilities include:
• Aurora City pool
• Aurora Recreational Community Center
• Clayton Batchelor Pavilion
• The Civic Center at Aurora City Park
• The Round Barn
• Shelter house at Waterways Park

Additional opportunites to generate funds might 
include a fee for hosting events, and renting 
space to vendors during festivals and events.

Community Partnerships
Community partnerships can play an integral 
part in the future development of Aurora’s park 
system.  Increasingly, communities are finding the 
partnerships an effective and essential way of 
maintaining and building park systems and their  
programs.  

These partnerships can take many forms and may 
be long-standing or temporary.  Partnerships may 
include:
• Donations (funds, materials, equipment, new 

amenities, land)
• Volunteers (events, maintenance, 

administrative)
• Programming
• Advocacy
• Fundraising

Several business and members of the community 
have already expressed an interest in helping to 
improve the park system.  Making the desire for 
partnerships known throughout the community 
is a proven method for leveraging multiple local 
resources.  The City Council and city employees 
can act as referral agents to community 
organizations and individuals and generate 
momentum for creative partnerships that achieve 
the Park Board’s mission.  Additionally, the Park 
Board can include volunteer and donation 
opportunities on the city’s website.

Friends Groups
Similar to community partnerships, friends groups 
can provide a successful means of supporting 
local parks.  Simply put, a “friends group,” as it 
relates to parks, is a group of volunteers, often 
under the umbrella of a not-for-profit [501 (C) 3], 
who actively work toward improving one or more 
parks.

Typically, these groups are comprised of a 
variety of people with an array of backgrounds, 
who volunteer time and skills towards manual 
labor, fundraising, building local and regional 
relationships, and event planning.
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These organizations can also be used for the 
collection and distribution of money towards park 
projects.  For more information on friends groups 
and how to start one, visit the National Parks 
Service website at www.nps.gov/partnerships/
friends_groups.htm.  

Grants
Proposed and suggested improvements for Aurora’s 
parks will often carry capital expenses larger than 
the city’s financial capability.  For this reason, 
grants and/or significant donations will be critical 
in pursuing significant improvements to the parks 
system.  

Several federal, state, and local grant opportunities 
exist for parks and recreation agencies.  These 
include but are not limited to:

Transportation Enhancement (TE)
Provides 80% grant/20% local funding.  Funding is 
available for trails and for basic trailhead facilities.  
This could include monies for not only trails, but also 
for construction of parking, toilet rooms, shelters, 
and other basic improvements.  Funding $500,000 
to $1.0 million per round is possible.  http://www.
in.gov/indot/2390.htm

IDNR - Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
RTP provides 80% grant/20% local funding for 
acquisition and development of multi-use trails.  
Funding is more limited than TE funds, but still could 
provide grants of up to $200,000.  http://www.
in.gov/dnr/outdoor/4101.htm

IDNR - Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
LWCF provides 50% grant/50% local funding for the 
development of park facilities. http://www.in.gov/
dnr/outdoor/4071.htm

IDNR, Division of Outdoor Recreation - Special 
Grants
IDNR provided special grants of $200,000 to $1.0 
million for development of greenways systems in 
2008.  While not a competitive grant program, it 
reinforces the need to keep IDNR aware of projects 
and the need for improvements.  http://www.
in.gov/dnr/outdoor/2602.htm

IDNR, Division of Forestry
Grants for community and urban forestry programs 
to assist with street and park tree inventories, 
management/work plans and tree planting.  Grants 
range from $2,000 up to $20,000 and must have 
equal cash/in-kind matches.  http://www.in.gov/
dnr/forestry/8303.htm

Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
This provides 80% grant/20% local funding grant for 
projects of up to $250,000 to promote walkability in 
communities where school facilities are located.

CDBG Funding
OCRA provides a 90% grant/10% local funding 
for community development projects from 
Community Development Block Grants.  While 
OCRA does not normally provide funds for park 
and recreation oriented activities, they do finance 
historic preservation projects.  Historic Preservation 
Fund:  offer 50% matching grants for acquisition, 
restoration, and preservation of historic properties.

Dearborn County Community Foundation
Supports projects related to social services, the 
environment, the arts, and overall community 
improvement.  http://www.dearborncf.org/

Indiana Native Plant and Wildflower Society 
(INPAWS)
Offers small grants to promote the appreciation, 
presentation, conservation, utilization, and scientific 
study of the flora native to Indiana and to educate 
the public about the values, beauty, diversity, and 
environmental importance of indigenous species.

Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
(IDEM)
Seeks replacement wetlands for projects requiring 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification.

Indiana Department of Fish and Wildlife Lakes and 
Rivers Enhancement Program (LARE)
Offers grants to protect and enhance aquatic 
habitat for fish and wildlife, to insure the continued 
viability of Indiana’s publicly accessible lakes and 
streams for multiple uses, including recreational 
opportunities. http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/2364.
htm 
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Recreation and Programming Trends

Popular Outdoor Recreation Activities
According to surveys conducted through the 
Indiana Statewide Outdoor Recreation Plan 2011-
2015 (SCORP), residents throughout Indiana rank 
the top five outdoor recreation activities as:  
• walking/hiking/jogging/running 
• camping
• picnicking
• fishing
• swimming 

Used by SCORP to compare Hoosiers’ 
recreational trends to those of the rest of the 
country, The National Survey on Recreation and 
the Environment (NSRE), completed by the US 
Department of Agriculture, found the top three 
activities nationally to be:
• walking/hiking
• bicycling
• fishing

Both SCORP and NSRE reported an increased 
interest in canoeing and kayaking, although the 
national survey found a larger increase in kayaking 
than canoeing, whereas SCORP found just the 
opposite.  Additionally, both SCORP and NSRE 
found increased participation in horseback riding.  
NSRE also found a large increase in participation 
in orienteering, the use of maps and a compass 
to navigate cross-county on a particular course.  
While SCORP did not list orienteering as an activity 
in its survey, it is expected that interest is growing 
in it and it will be added to future SCORP surveys.

Other activities that SCORP found growing interest 
in included more non-traditional activities such 
as outdoor spectator sports/events, disc golf, 
four-wheel drive/off-road driving, and outdoor 
photography.

Common to the majority of the most popular 
activities and those gaining user participation, 
is their relatively low cost.  As Parks Department 
budgets and people’s disposable income have 
decreased due to the economic recession, 
people are looking for these low-cost recreational 
opportunities.  In fact, most people surveyed 
reported they choose not to spend more than 
$100.00 annually on their favorite outdoor 

recreational activity.

Changes/Trends Affecting Outdoor 
Recreation
According to the Indiana Statewide Outdoor 
Recreation Plan 2011-2015 (SCORP), there are 
several socio-economic factors that are affecting 
and will continue to affect outdoor recreation in 
Indiana.  These include:
• an increased population
• an aging population
• increased numbers of people retiring
• increased household incomes
• smaller family sizes
• higher unemployment rates
• more families living in poverty 
• increased fuel prices

Additionally, as a result of the recession, Indiana 
residents are trending towards recreating and 
vacationing closer to home rather than traveling 
out of state.  This trend has led to increased 
visitation at museums, parks, historic sites, special 
events, fairs, and all kinds of outdoor  venues 
across the state.  

Another trend affecting outdoor recreation in 
Indiana is the movement to re-connect children 
with nature.  Advancements in technology and 
various perceived threats have led to more 
sedentary children recreating indoors who are 
now facing a variety of health issues including 
asthma, attention deficit disorder, obesity, and 
depression, among others.  In recent years, as 
these issues and their causes have become more 
apparent, there has been a renewed push to 
encourage outdoor education and recreation 
for children. 

Similarly, as obesity has become an increased 
issue for people of all ages in Indiana, a renewed 
interest in parks and recreation is being pushed as 
means of getting people outside and increasing 
their physical activity.  

Recreational Activity Trends
Access & Connectivity
Due to the popularity of walking, jogging, running, 
cycling, etc., the construction of trails in Indiana 
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and across the country has been impacted and 
parks departments across the state are focused 
on maintaining existing trails and constructing 
new ones.  

The trails serve many purposes, connecting a 
variety of community centers and green spaces, 
and providing an excellent opportunity for 
recreation and exercise.  Furthermore, patrons 
that use trails and paths are more likely to use 
other park facilities.

Accessibility
By the year 2015, it is estimated that 15 to 20% 
of Hoosiers will be aged 65 or older.  With an 
aging population, many Indiana municipalities 
are taking greater measures to make trails and 
facilities accessible to all populations.  In many 
cases, municipalities are restructuring current 
maintenance projects to include making facilities 
accessible for all populations.  The City of Aurora 
Parks and Recreation Board has acknowledged 
this trend and intends to include accessibility in all 
new projects.

Recently, the United States Access Board 
issued and adopted new guidelines for outdoor 
developed areas.  These guidelines cover 
specifications for accessible trails, picnic and 
camping areas, viewing areas, beach access 
routes, and others.  These guidelines encompass 
Aurora and should be referenced when making 
improvements in local parks.
   
River Recreation
River walks and recreation areas are becoming 
popular in cities across America because they 
also make practical use of land in the river flood 
plains.  Since many communities in Indiana were 
built up along rivers in the early 20th century, the 
local history can be observed by walking a trail 
along the river in many towns.  

Besides offering opportunities for walking, biking, 
or just observing the natural beauty of rivers, 
other recreation opportunities include fishing, 
canoeing, and kayaking.  

Historical Preservation and Interpretation
Big box strip malls, planned “town centers” and 
suburban sprawl left many main streets and city 
business districts depressed and abandoned; 
but, many communities made a comeback and 
have transformed their historic downtowns and 
shopping districts into vibrant places to live, work, 
and play without sacrificing what makes them 
special.

Over 1,600 communities have adopted the Main 
Street approach (http://www.preservationnation.
org/mainstreet/) in the past 25 years to revitalize 
Main Street, the heart of the community, to save 
its historic buildings, to revive its commercial core, 
to strengthen business, to control community-
eroding sprawl, and to keep a sense of place 
and community life in America.

• 78%, or 118 million, of leisure travelers consider 
themselves cultural/heritage travelers

• 28%, or 36 million, travelers will take a cultural/
heritage-oriented trip in the next 12 months.

• These travelers spend more on cultural/
heritage trips than on the average trip:  $994 
versus $611

• The number one driver for these travelers 
is to “seek travel experiences where the 
destination, its buildings, and surroundings 
have retained their character

• These travelers are the customers of historic 
downtowns

Recreational Swimming
Rectangular pools are mostly gone unless 
there is a strong competitive swimming club 
in a particular area.  Rectangular pools now 
principally serve competitive and lap swimmers, 
while also providing programming opportunities 
such as swimming lessons, water aerobics, and 
sun bathing.  These pools are usually quite costly 
to operate and unless there is a financially stable 
competitive swimming club and an experienced 
aquatics programmer to generate revenue, 
rectangular pools are seen as a financial burden.

A study was conducted in April of 2015 by Indiana 
University to assess the feasibility of an indoor 
aquatic center for the City of Aurora.  This study 
examined current costs associated with the city 
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pool.  This study showed that the cost to operate 
and maintain the city pool well outweigh the 
revenue generated by the pool.  

The feasibility study examined the potential to 
incorporate a new indoor aquatic center with 
the existing ARCC facilities.  Multiple benefits were 
identified including year-round use, regional draw 
of surrounding counties, and expansion of ARCC 
recreational programs with the use of an indoor 
pool facility.

SCORP Goals
Based on the trends discussed above, surveys 
conducted, and the activities receiving the 
most use across the state, SCORP has identified 
the following goals and objectives for outdoor 
recreation over the next several years.

Develop More Trails and Bicycle/Pedestrian 
Facilities
With walking, running, hiking, and jogging being 
among the most popular activities in Indiana, trails 
are critical to those activities’ continued success 
and growth.  For these reasons:
• right-of-ways and railroad corridors should be 

acquired when possible
• trails and bike/pedestrian facilities should 

be used to connect outdoor amenities and 
recreation facilities

• bike and pedestrian facilities should be 
integrated into the long-term design of 
community infrastructure

• trails for all types of uses should be encouraged
• accessible and sustainable design must be 

embraced to encourage use by a variety of 
user and age groups

Encourage and Promote Outdoor Recreation 
Participation
• Use outdoor recreation as an opportunity 

to fight obesity by encouraging active and 
healthy living

• Encourage continued acquisition and 
development of new outdoor recreation 
facilities, especially in areas of high population 
growth and user demand

• Encourage acquisition and development of 
outdoor recreation facilities meeting local 

needs and within close proximity of residential 
areas, schools, and retail areas

• Provide outdoor recreation opportunities for 
all ages, abilities, and skill levels

Provide funding for outdoor recreation 
development at the state and local level.
• Explore alternative funding opportunities such 

as public/private partnerships, tax increment 
financing districts, cooperative agreements, 
cost sharing, and corporate sponsorships

• Continue to offer state-level grant programs
• Emphasize cost efficient and financially viable 

facilities
• Consider the benefits of parks and recreation  

on community economic development, 
tourism, job growth, urban and rural 
revitalization, and improved quality of life

• Use financial resources as efficiently as possible

Continue an emphasis on Indiana’s aquatic 
resources.
• Preserve and protect wetlands and riparian 

corridors through acquisition, education, 
funding, and new development

• Encourage improved water quality and 
access to water resources

• Provide or enhance access to man made 
aquatic resources where possible, such 
as indoor aquatic center, water features, 
wetlands, ponds, lakes, and access/launch 
sites
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Public Engagement:  Stakeholder & Public Meetings

Public involvement is vital to any public planning 
process.  It is through meeting and interacting 
with the citizens and patrons of a place that local 
needs, concerns, thoughts, suggestions, and ideas 
are brought to light.  The information shared by 
the public is invaluable throughout the planning 
process and provides insight into the community 
that may otherwise go unrealized.  Additionally, 
the opportunity for public input provides a sense 
of ownership and buy-in for the community that 
increases local support and encourages and 
fosters adoption and implementation of the 
plan’s goals and objectives. 

During the development of this Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan for the City of Aurora, 
public input was gathered using three methods, 
including stakeholder meetings, public input 
meetings, and through a community survey.  
Stakeholder and public input meetings are 
discussed below, while the community survey is 
discussed in the following section.

Stakeholder Meetings    
A series of stakeholder meetings were held on 
January 11, 2017 at the City of Aurora City Hall.  
Five separate groups of nine to ten people were 
invited for 45 minute brainstorming sessions to 
discuss the existing parks system and their hopes 
for it in the future.  The three groups interviewed 
by the project team included:
• Education & Service Group
• Business Group
• Officials Group
• City Staff Group
• Active Residents Group

Within these groups were a variety of people 
representing different organizations within the 
community including local schools, the Main 
Street Association, the Police Department and 
various city staff members.  Additionally, a variety 
of businesses including local banks, real estate 
agents, and restaurants were present.  From 
local government, representatives from the Park 
Board, Street Department, City Council, and 
Police Department were present.

Each group was questioned/prompted with the 
same interview guide created by the project 
team to ensure consistency in questioning.  All of 
the responses were recorded and analyzed.  The 
results indicated the following key themes among 
the stakeholders.

• Connections Between Parks
• Park Facility Improvements
• Trails Completion - Connections
• Maintenance of Existing Facilities
• Additional Engagement with the Creeks and 

River

Connections Between Parks
Heard consistently throughout each of the 
stakeholder meetings was the challenge of U.S. 
Hwy. 50 through the city.  Although this road brings 
many people through the city, it also creates a 
barrier between parks that are located on the 
north and south sides of the roadway.  In addition, 
the many creeks feeding into the Ohio River also 
create physical boundaries between the parks 
and different areas of the city.  A common theme 
between the meetings were discussions of how to 
safely cross Hwy. 50 and to create connections 
between the parks within the parks system.

Suggestions for crossing U.S. Hwy. 50 included 
a tunnel under the roadway, an overhead 
crossing and at-grade improvements including 
improved crosswalk, timing for signals, pedestrian 
and refuge islands in the roadway and reduced 
speed limit through the city.
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Park Facility Improvements
As a result of frequent use and a lack of funds, 
stakeholders note that many amenities within the 
parks system are in disrepair or of poor quality.  The 
stakeholders unanimously mentioned the need 
for new accessible playground equipment, and 
picnic tables.  There were also many discussions 
concerning the lack of a standard aesthetic for 
the parks system.  There are many different types 
of picnic tables, benches, signage and shelters 
for each of the parks. Consistency between 
these elements might help with maintenance 
and replacement of the amenities with the ability 
to make bulk purchases and maintain common 
parts for repair and replacement.

Trails Completion-Connection
Also unanimous among all of the stakeholders 
is the need to connect the Dearborn Trail and 
the Lesko Park Trail.  Stakeholders suggested 
connections between these trails capable of 
supporting pedestrians and bicyclists alike that 
include new routes as well as utilize existing and 
improved sidewalks along public streets through 
the downtown area.

In addition, the extension of the Dearborn 
Trail to  the west to Rising Sun was a common 
recommendation between the groups.

Maintenance of Existing Facilities
Expressed in every stakeholder group was 
the desire for funds to be dedicated to the 
maintenance and repair of existing parks prior to 
implementation of new park facilities.  Aurora has 
an extensive park system which is a great asset to 
the city but this can also become a burden if not 
properly maintained.  Many residents are starting 
to notice older parks which need immediate 
repair and improvement.

Embracing the River
While Aurora has an active riverfront along 
the Ohio River, most also feel it is important to 
more actively embrace and engage the river.  
Stakeholders feel that the river is a major asset for 
the community and would like to see additional 
improvements to take advantage of the views 
along the Ohio.  In addition, they would like to 
see more access points for North Hogan Creek 
and South Hogan Creek.  This would include more 
areas to launch canoes and kayaks as well as 
fishing areas.

Public Input Meeting    
A public input meeting, open to any interested 
parties was held from 6:00-8:00 pm in the  
Community Room of the Purdue Extension 
Office located at the City Hall on February 15th, 
2017.  Public outreach for the meeting included 
the project website, announcements in the 
local newspaper and on local radio as well as, 
announcements on several city websites.  The 
meeting included 10-12 community members 
who are active in the community in both the parks 
system but also with downtown activities including 
festivals and the new Aurora Marketplace.  

Public Review Meeting
A final public review meeting was held on April 
5th, 2017 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. to discuss the findings 
and recommendations of the master plan report.  
Due to inclement weather there were 6-10 
people in attendance.  A brief overview of the 
report was given, highlighting key information 
including inventory, public participation, needs 
analysis,  and proposed improvements.  A priority 
chart was also utilized to gather input from the 
public on their priorities for improvements to the 
parks system.

General questions and comments were raised 
including how parks and trails will be funded 
and in what order new improvements would be 
implemented. There was significant interest in the 
proposed improvements for the Gabbard Plaza 
and the relocation of facilities from Largent Field 
to the Aurora Sports Complex.
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Public Engagement:  Survey Results

Overview
A survey was made available to the general 
public from January 11th to March 8th, 2017.  It was 
made available online through Survey Monkey.  
In addition, hard copies were made available at 
the Stakeholder Meetings and at the first public 
forum.  A total of 120 responses were collected, 
100% of which were via the online survey.

Key Findings
The full results for the community survey are located 
in the Appendix.  Summary findings include:
• The majority of respondents rate the physical 

condition of parks as good or average.  
Few responses rated the parks as excellent 
condition

• A variety of uses within the parks system were 
recorded with walking/biking, dog walking and 
picnicking receiving the highest responses.

• Lack of time was listed as the biggest barrier to 
using the parks system

• The most frequent request for improvements 
was for the Riverfront Park with bike and 
pedestrian improvements listed as a close 
second

• 62 percent said the town should invest more 
on parks depending on the improvement, 
and the majority approved of small increased 
to fees or taxes to raise the money

Q4 What types of activities do you use
Aurora's parks for? (check all that apply)

Answered: 117 Skipped: 3
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Other (please

specify)
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Q15 Where would you like the city to focus
funds for parks? (rate in order with 1 being

the most important)

Answered: 104 Skipped: 16
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4.20% 5

42.02% 50

49.58% 59

4.20% 5

Q2 How would you rate the physical
condition of Aurora's parks and facilities?

(check one)

Answered: 119 Skipped: 1

Total 119
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62.04% 67

26.85% 29

19.44% 21

78.70% 85

84.26% 91

Q13 How would you like Aurora to pay for
new amenities in the park? (check all that

apply)

Answered: 108 Skipped: 12

Total Respondents: 108  

Use existing

budget
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Grants
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Q11 I would like to see the Aurora Parks
and Aurora Recreational Community Center

add new programs and activities for the
following age groups: (check all that apply)

Answered: 91 Skipped: 29

Total Respondents: 91  
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Q3 What facilities do you use in Aurora's
parks? (check all that apply)

Answered: 117 Skipped: 3
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Q5 What Aurora Parks and Aurora
Recreational Community Center Programs
do you participate in? (check all that apply)

Answered: 55 Skipped: 65

Total Respondents: 55  
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Benchmark Study

Introduction
The purpose of benchmarking is to assist the 
planning team in setting goals and generating 
ideas for parks and recreation facilities in Aurora.  
The benchmarking study provides an exploration 
of the parks and recreation facilities and structure 
of five cities/towns comparable to Aurora.

The benchmark process is not intended to find 
cities that match Aurora exactly.  The main 
purpose is to assist Aurora in finding comparisons 
for measurement and setting standards.  By 
delineating the parks and recreation system of 
any one of the benchmark communities, Aurora 
can compare, contrast, and emulate its future 
facilities and programs in a measurable context.  
The benchmark communities in this study were 
chosen because of their comparable context of 
being small Indiana communities located on a 
river or near a river and/or having a fairly similar 
size population.

Benchmark City’s
Ligonier
Ligonier is in Northeast Indiana in Noble County.  
It is about halfway between Napanee and 
Kendalville on U.S. Highway 6 and is situated on 
the Elkhart river.  It has about 1000 more residents 
than Aurora and had a population growth of 
4.70%.

Corydon
Corydon is in the southeastern part of Indiana in 
Harrison County.  It is about 25 miles from Louisville, 
KY and is very near Interstate 64.  There are several 
major employers in Corydon including a Toyota 
parts manufacturer, a Tyson chicken processing 
plant, and Ramsey Popcorn.  Lucas Oil also has 
a packaging plant located there.  The presence 
of these employers is attributed to the city’s 
proximity to I-64 and the Louisville Metropolitan 
area.  Corydon has also built a thriving tourism 
industry because of its history as the first Indiana 
State Capitol.  There are no parks, trails, or other 
recreational amenities within the city limits, 
however, there is an active county parks and 
recreation department with several parks nearby.  

Covington
Covington is in Western Indiana only a few miles 
from the Illinois border.  The Wabash River runs 
along the city’s western border and U.S. Highway 
136 runs through the center of the city.  Covington 
is the seat of Fountain County.  There are about 
1300 fewer residents than in Aurora; and they 
experienced a population loss of 6.5% from 2000 
to 2008.  The city has one large park of 33 acres 
that is managed by the city council.  In addition 
to the amenities reviewed in this study, Covington 
reports that they have 20 full hook-up camping 
sites at their park.  It is also interesting to note 
that the city council member in charge of the 
park is also the director of the Fountain County 
Community Foundation.

Knox
Knox is located in Starke County, 32 miles 
southwest of South Bend, Indiana.  The Yellow River 
runs through Knox, forming the northern edge of 
one of the city’s parks.  The City of Knox had a 
population of 3,796 in 2010 which is very close 
to the population of Aurora.  Knox experienced 
a population increase of 2% between 2000 and 
2010.  Knox has 3 parks and considers access to 
the Yellow River as one of their most under utilized 
assets.

Bremen
Bremen is located in North Central Indiana about 
20 miles south of Mishawaka and at the Junction 
of U.S. Highway 6 and State Road 331.  Bremen 
is about 30 river miles upstream of Knox on the 
Yellow River.  It is about 1000 more residents 
than Aurora; and experienced a 3.7% growth in 
population between 2000 and 2008. 

In order to provide a more detailed analysis, the 
project team conducted a quantitative analysis 
of the benchmark towns.  Data for this analysis 
was collected through comparison of other 
recently completed parks master plans.

The table on the following pages presents the 
results of this data collection effort.
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   Aurora  Ligonier  Corydon  Covington  Knox  Bremen  Average  Median 
Population  3,705  4,561  3,122 2,398 3,796 4,651  3,705 3,122
Population 
Growth 
(2000 ‐ 2010)  ‐0.06  4.70  0.60 ‐6.50 2.00 3.70  0.90 2.0
Total Land 
Area (square 
miles)  3.08  2.20  1.65 1.20 3.90 2.30  2.19 2.20
Total Land 
Area per 
1,000 
population  0.83  0.48  0.53 0.50           1.03  0.49  0.61 0.50
 Park Board  Yes  Yes  No  No Yes Yes   N/A N/A

Festivals 

Red, White 
and Blue, 
Farmer’s 
Market 

Fair, 
Miracle on 

Main St 

Strawberry 
Daze, 

Marshmall‐
ow Festival 

Bluegrass 
on the 
Square, 

Glasstobe‐
rfest 

Apple 
Festival

Harvest 
Festival

Fireman’s 
Festival   N/A N/A

Number of 
Parks  10  6               1 1 3                3  2.8 3
Total Park 
Acreage  77  60.0  10.0 33 15.0 100  43.6 33
Total park 
Acreage per 
1,000 
population  20.78  13.16  6.87 13.67 3.95 21.50  11.83 13.16
Total Hard 
Surface Trail 
Miles  1.69  1.0  1.0 4.3 .08 1.0  1.48 1.0
Hard Surface 
Trail Miles 
per 1,000 
Population  0.46  0.22  0.69 1.79 0.21 0.22  0.63 0.22
Total number 
of  public 
access launch 
points for 
personal craft  3  1               0 0 1                1  0.6 1
Public access 
launch points 
per 1,000 
population  0.89  0.22               0.0 0.00 0.26            0.22  0.14 0.22
Total number 
of  fishing 
access points  3  0               0 0 0                0  0.00 0.00

Benchmark Study Summary
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   Aurora  Ligonier  Corydon  Covington  Knox  Bremen  Average  Median 
Fishing 
access points 
per 1,000 
population  0.89  0.00             0.00 0.00 0.00            0.00  0.00 0.00
Total number 
of baseball/ 
softball fields  5  4               2 5 5                6  4.4 5
Baseball/ 
Softball fields 
per 1,000 
Population  1.35  0.9               0.7 2.1 1.3            1.3  1.40 1.3
Camping 
Opportunities  0  1               0 1 0            0  0.40 0
Camping 
Opportunities 
per 1,000 
population  0.00  0.22              0.00 0.55 0.00            0.00  0.15 0.00
Total Number 
of Soccer 
Fields  8  4               2 4 0                5  3 4
Soccer Fields 
per 1,000 
population  2.15  0.88             0.72 1.67 0.00            1.08  0.87 0.88
Number of 
Event 
Pavilions  10  5  0 6 6                8  5 6
Event 
Pavilions per 
1,000 
population  2.69  1.18             0.00 0.86 1.58            3.34  1.40 1.18

City Pool 
Yes  No  No Yes No Yes  N/A N/A

Community 
Center  Yes  Yes  No Yes Yes Yes  N/A N/A

 
 
 Summary and Implications
The results of this benchmarking study indicate that the City of Aurora compares well with the benchmark 
communities in most of the areas studied.  An important finding is that Aurora does offer more park 
acreage than other communities and may want to consider utilizing this information in marketing 
materials used to attract new businesses and residents.  

Other findings support desires expressed during surveys and the public meetings for trails and more 
connections to the river.  
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Level of Service Standards

Introduction
The purpose of this section is to identify Level of 
Service (LOS) standards for parks and facilities in 
Aurora by synthesizing information and research 
conducted throughout the planning process. The 
Aurora LOS standards provide recommendations 
for a minimum LOS standard for park acreage 
and certain facility types. The standards provide 
guidelines for the Aurora Parks Board to plan and 
build parks and recreation facilities needed to 
adequately serve the community. LOS standards 
are intended to ensure that a balance of facilities 
and services are provided uniformly across the 
City of Aurora. 
 
Application of the LOS standards does not carry 
regulatory status; rather the standards should be 
considered guidelines that express the desires of 
the community to provide a balanced and equi-
table distribution of facilities. Establishing unreal-
istic LOS standards can have the impact of cre-
ating a system that cannot be achieved without 
substantial investment in land and new facilities.

Because the application of these LOS standards 
is directly impacted by the city’s land supply, tax 
base, willingness to fund, and recreational de-
mand, minimum standards are recommended. 
The goal of the Parks Board should be to main-
tain these minimum standards as a priority. When 
budgets and resources allow, or if community 
recreation preferences change, the Board should 
strive to exceed the minimum standards to match 
community needs. 

The tables below provide a summary of the rec-
ommended LOS standards for Aurora. The use 
of LOS standards for park and recreation facili-
ties is based on national trends in the profession 
and the National Recreation and Park Associa-
tion (NRPA) 1995 publication Park, Recreation, 
Open Space and Greenway Guidelines. It is im-
portant to remember that standards are based 
on a variety of methodologies that are subjective 
in nature. Ultimately, communities must reach a 
consensus about the amount of parkland, open 
space, and recreation facilities required to main-
tain the quality of life that is desired. 

Level of Service Model
To determine the recommended level of service 
(LOS) standards for Aurora parks and facilities, 
the planning team used a basic model to synthe-
size the various research findings and develop an 
LOS standard. This model consisted of four basic 
components, which were applied to each park 
or facility type to develop the recommended 
LOS standard. Those four components included:

 ●Current level of service
 ●Benchmark cities average level of service
 ●Public involvement results
 ●Population projections, demand, and      

trends

This model provided a standardized method for 
analyzing the information gathered throughout 
the planning process. Use of this model allowed 
the planning team to systematically determine 
minimum LOS standards. 

Description Aurora 
Current LOS

Aurora Recom-
mended LOS 
Standard

Per Resident

Park Acreage 20.78 15.00 1,000
Hard Surface Trails (miles) 1.69 0.50 1,000
Baseball/Softball Fields 1.35 1.3 1,000
Soccer Fields 2.15 2.5 1,000
Event Pavilions 2.69 2.5 1,000
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To complete the needs assessment using these 
standards, they will be applied to determine defi-
cits and surpluses in the parks and recreation sys-
tem.

Park Acreage Level of Service
The City of Aurora manages 77 acres of parkland 
for a current level of service of 20.78 acres per 
1,000 residents. This plan’s recommended LOS 
standard is 15.00 acres per 1,000 residents, which 
means that the city has met and exceeded the 
recommended LOS given the current population.

Aurora Park Acreage LOS Standard: 15 acres of 
parkland per 1,000 residents.

Hard Surface Trails
The City of Aurora currently manages 1.69 miles 
of paved trails. The benchmark cities’ average 
LOS for hard surface trails is 0.70 miles per 1,000 
population. During the planning process, a strong 
desire for a trail infrastructure in Aurora was ar-
ticulated. National trends also show continuing 
demand for such facilities.

This plan’s recommended LOS standard is 0.50 
miles per 1,000 residents.  The city of Aurora has 
met and exceeded the LOS standard given the 
current population.

Hard Surface Trails LOS: 0.50 miles per 1,000 resi-
dents

Baseball/Softball Fields
The City of Aurora has 5 baseball and softball 
fields. These numbers represent a current LOS of 
1.35 baseball/softball fields per 1,000 population, 
just above the benchmark average of 1.27 per 
1,000 population.

An analysis of participation trends for baseball/
softball based on responses in public engage-
ment indicates a high demand for softball and 
baseball programs and a centrality to the city’s 
visitation base. To maintain this anchor to com-
munity engagement and tourism, this plan rec-
ommends maintaining the LOS at approximately 
the same level.

Baseball/Softball Fields LOS Standard: 1.3 per 
1,000 population

Soccer Fields
The current level of service for soccer fields in Au-
rora is 2.15 fields per 1,000 residents, which is well 
above the benchmark cities average of 0.70 soc-
cer fields per 1,000 residents. With local demand 
fairly high the Park Board should consider main-
taining or slightly increasing the number of soccer 
fields in its system. 

Soccer Fields LOS Standard: 2.5 per 1,000 popula-
tion

Event Pavilions
The City of Aurora currently has a number of 
event pavilions. Given the total park acreage 
per 1,000 residents, the number and popularity 
of festivals and special events in the community, 
and the potential to utilize such facilities for rev-
enue generating programs, the Park and Board 
should consider maintaining the current number 
of event pavilions and shelters. 

Event Pavilion LOS Standard: 2.5 per 1,000 popu-
lation
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Aurora 5-Year Parks Master Plan
January 2017

NOverall Parks Locations

10

PARKS
1. LARGENT FIELD
2. AURORA SPORTS COMPLEX
3. AURORA CITY PARK
4. WATERWAYS PARK
5. RON NOCKS MEMORIAL PARK
6. MARY STRATTON PARK
7. LESKO PARK AND LESKO PARK TRAIL
8. ARCC
9. AURORA DOG PARK AND DEARBORN TRAIL
10. COCHRAN PARK

1

2
3

4

5

6

7

8
9
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Largent Field
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Existing Conditions

Park Shelter and Playground

Restrooms with Drinking Fountain

Park Shelter with Picnic Area

Overview
Largent Field is located in the southwestern part 
of the city on Center Street and is 4.66 acres in 
size.  The park is located on South Hogan Creek 
although direct access is not available to the 
creek.  A portion of the site is covered with 
vegetation including the creek frontage.  The 
park is somewhat disconnected from the majority 
of the city and is located in a mostly industrial 
area with a few residential buildings nearby.  

Park Uses
Largent Park hosts adult softball leagues for the 
city and sees the most use during the softball 
season.  Families from nearby neighborhoods  
with children can occasionally be found using 
the playground and swing sets.

The restrooms and playground make this park 
popular for the softball leagues.  Families can 
come to watch games and keep children 
occupied.  The playground is small and needs to 
be updated to meet current safety requirements.  

The restroom building and the playground do not 
meet requirements for ADA access.  The lack of 
sidewalks makes this park challenging for anyone 
in a wheelchair or with mobility disabilities.

The Lion’s Club shelter is painted on a regular 
basis and provides cover for the picnic tables 
extending their life span.  The shade provided 
by the shelter and trees is popular for visitors 
watching games.

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• Lion’s Club Shelter with Picnic Tables
• Softball Field with Dugouts
• Storage Building with Shelter
• Small Storage Building
• Playground
• Swing set
• Restrooms with Drinking Fountain
• Gravel Parking Lot
• Field Lighting



AURORA FIVE YEAR MASTER PARK PLAN  40

Aurora Sports Complex



AURORA FIVE YEAR MASTER PARK PLAN  41

Existing Conditions

Overview
The Aurora Sports Complex is located on Park 
Avenue and includes 32 acres of land.  The Sports 
Complex was purchased by the city in 2009 and 
has been developed as a soccer complex.  A 
portion of the park is wooded and has steep 
slopes along North Hogan Creek.

Although located within a couple of miles of 
the Aurora City Park the narrow road does not 
provide a hospitable environment for bike and 
pedestrian connections.  Therefor, this park is 
primarily accessible by motor vehicle.

Park Uses
The Sports Complex primary use is for soccer 
practices and games.  The lack of restroom 
facilities creates challenges for hosting larger 
events like tournaments.  In addition, the lack of 
lighting can limit playing times in the spring and 
fall.

A variety of field sizes are provided to 
accommodate multiple age groups.  The fields 
are maintained by the local soccer association 
through a volunteer basis.  This can create 
challenges with maintaining field consistency but 
is an advantage for maintenance staff who are 
already stretched thin.

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• 8 soccer fields
• Shelter with picnic tables
• Storage building with concessions
• Gravel parking lot
• Entrance signage

Entry signage

Parking and recreational fields

Concession and storage building



AURORA FIVE YEAR MASTER PARK PLAN  42

Aurora City Park



AURORA FIVE YEAR MASTER PARK PLAN  43

Existing Conditions

Overview
Aurora City Park is located on Park Avenue and 
is bordered by North Hogan Creek to the south 
and is 9.72 acres. The Aurora City Park is one of 
the most versatile parks within the system with 
multiple uses for multiple age groups.  The parks 
is accessible by sidewalk and is located in an 
area of the city that is surrounded by residential 
buildings. The park is open from dawn to dusk.  
The city pool is open from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day and is a popular destination for residents of 
Aurora and the surrounding county.

Park Uses
The Park is used during all times of the year.  The 
heaviest use is seen during the summer months 
when the city pool is open.  With several buildings 
available for rental, the park sees visitors during 
other times of the year.

Two playgrounds provide play opportunities for a 
variety of age groups.  The playgrounds are in need 
of repairs and are not ADA compliant with edging 
and mulch as the surface material.  Grading issues 
also limit ADA access for the playgrounds.  The 
adjacent paved walk provide some connections 
for the park but additional sidewalks are needed 
to make this park accessible to all.

The Civic Center sees regular rental for meetings 
and events.  The Clayton Batchelor Pavilion is not 
currently utilized to its potential because of the 
need for updates and improvements.

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• City pool
• Clayton Batchelor Pavilion
• Civic Center
• Boy Scout Cabin
• Playgrounds
• Shelters with picnic tables
• Entrance sign
• Round Barn
• Horseshoes
• Boating and fishing
• Paved entrance drive and parking

Clayton Batchelor Pavilion

Playground

Public pool
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Existing Conditions

Overview
Waterways Park is located on Moore Street at 
the end of Manchester Street.  Waterways Park is 
located within close proximity to both the Aurora 
City Park and the ARCC property and ball fields.  
Waterways park is 3.95 acres.

This park was previously used for passive recreation 
with a shelter and open space.  In recent years, 
a little league practice field has been added to 
meet the growing needs of the little league.  This 
has created some conflicts of use with the nearby 
roadway and visitors looking for a more serene 
park.  The park includes a canoe/kayak access 
point to North Hogan Creek

Park Uses
During various times of day this park sees walkers 
and people on break from work sitting in their cars 
overlooking Hogan Creek.  The wooded areas 
provide shade and the shelter provide a quiet 
place to eat and rest.

The canoe/kayak launch is used frequently 
to access the creek.  The paved parking 
provides a trailhead for these users

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• Lion’s Club Shelter with Picnic Tables
• Canoe/kayak launch
• Fishing
• Entrance sign
• Paved access drive/parking
• Little league practice field
• Sidewalk access to City Park and ARCC across 

the street

Ballfield

Shelter with picnic tables

Canoe/kayak launch
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Existing Conditions

Overview
Ron Nocks Memorial Park is located in Westside 
Aurora at the intersection of Westside Drive, 
Walker Avenue, and S.R. 350.  This small pocket 
park, which includes 0.20 acres, was dedicated 
to Ron Nocks who was a Councilman for Aurora 
when he passed away.  The park is located on 
the edge of a neighborhood making it easily 
accessible to these residents.  However, the close 
proximity to the busy S.R. 350 may limit the use of 
this park as a seating area.

Park Uses
Ron Nocks Park is primarily used as a beautification 
asset for the community along S.R. 350.  Seating 
is available and occasional used when children 
are playing on the swingset.  The swingset is 
occasionally used by neighborhood children.  

A break in the roadway curb does allow wheelchair 
access making this site ADA compliant.  Parking 
is available via on-street parking adjacent to the 
park and throughout the neighborhood.

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• Seating area with benches
• Memorial plaque
• Fence
• Planting area
• American flag
• Swing set
• Water spigot

Seating and flag pole

On-street parking

Intersection of S.R. 350
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Existing Conditions

Overview
Mary A. Stratton Park is 0.27 acres in size and is 
located on 5th Street at the end of Judiciary Street.  
The park is located in downtown Aurora and is 
in close proximity to Lesko Park.  The downtown 
streets provide a comfortable connection 
between these parks with the exception of the 
crossing at S.R. 56.  This is a heavily traveled road 
and travel speeds are often higher than the 
posted speed limit.

Parking is provided with on-street parking on the 
adjacent roadways.  The park is elevated from the 
surrounding roadways creating a challenge for 
access and makes this park non-compliant with 
ADA guidelines.  In addition, the wood borders 
around the playgrounds make them inaccessible 
to children in wheelchairs.

The historic retaining wall along 5th Street is 
in need of repair.  Sidewalks along 5th Street 
provide connections to the park for residents but 
is too narrow to meet current regulations.  The 
elevated nature of the park and the steeper 
grades produce unique challenges for the park.

Park Uses
Mary Stratton Park is used by residents of 
the surrounding neighborhood and by the 
schools located within downtown Aurora.  The 
playgrounds and swing sets provide equipment 
for the children to play on during break times.  
Seating is provided around the park and is 
occasionally utilized by residents.

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• Playground
• Swing set
• Interpretive Sign
• Memorial Plaques
• Entrance Sign

Playground equipment

Crosswalk into park

Entry signage and steps into park
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Existing Conditions

Overview
Lesko Park is located along the Ohio River and 
bounded by S.R. 56 on the opposite side.  S.R. 
56 is a part of the Ohio River Scenic Byway in 
Indiana.  This linear park is 13 acres and contains 
a section of bike and pedestrian trail which is the 
main feature for the park.  The park’s location 
along the Ohio River provide spectacular views 
and flooding problems.  Flooding can create 
maintenance issues for the city.

Park Uses
Lesko Park has a variety of activities available 
within the park.  The Lesko Park Trail provides an 
uninterrupted section of bike and pedestrian 
path along the river.  This trail will eventually 
connect with the Dearborn Trail to the east and 
future extension of the Dearborn Trail to the west 
making it a part of the trail system.  The trail is the 
most popular facility within the park and is heavily 
used during most seasons of the year.

An interpretive exhibit showing past flood stages 
provides a unique interaction opportunity for 
residents and visitors of Aurora.  This exhibit allows 
users to see the actual heights of flood waters 
along the river giving scale to the magnitude of 
these events and their affects on the city.

There are multiple shelters with seating in the 
park.  There are playgrounds and a variety of 
opportunities for seating with the park providing 
scenic views up and down the river.

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• Gazebo
• Bike and pedestrian trail
• Playground
• Shelters with picnic tables
• On-street pull-offs for parking
• Paved parking 
• Memorial
• Restrooms
• Interpretive signage
• Pedestrian lighting

View west along Ohio River

Multi use trail and play equipment

Restrooms
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Existing Conditions

Overview
The Aurora Recreation Community Center is known 
as the ARCC by locals.  The facility is the former 
home of Aurora High School prior to consolidation 
and construction of a new high school.  The ARCC 
contains rooms and gyms providing a variety of 
indoor recreational opportunities including group 
classes, sports leagues, educational classes, 
training and conditioning equipment.  In addition, 
the ARCC property also includes several baseball 
fields, concessions, paved parking, and skate 
park.  The park area is just over 16 acres.

Park Uses
The ARCC provides many facilities similar to a 
local YMCA for the community.  The primary uses 
for this property are the indoor gym facilities and 
the baseball fields.  The local baseball league 
uses these fields for practices and games.  The 
parking and restrooms make this an ideal facility 
for this group.

There is a small skate park which was built to 
provide a facility for skateboarders.  This facility is 
undersized and rarely used.  During Stakeholder 
meetings, several residents did not know it existed.  
Adjacent to the skate park are some basketball 
goals which are heavily used.  

There are playgrounds within the ARCC but 
there are outdated, poorly maintained, and not 
located for optimal use.  Improvements to existing 
playgrounds and implementation of new will 
provide an additional asset for this heavily used 
park.

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• Indoor gym facility and meeting rooms
• Ballfields
• Skate park
• Playgrounds
• Concessions and storage buildings
• Shelter with picnic tables
• Gravel parking
• Digital entrance sign on U.S. Hwy. 50

Community Center

Parking and recreational fields

Concession and ball fields
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Existing Conditions

Overview
The Aurora Dog Park is located between two 
railroad lines along Manchester Landing Street 
and is 1.35 acres.  The park serves as a trailhead for 
the Dearborn Trail providing parking and seating 
areas.  Although this park is located behind the 
commercial areas along Hwy. 50, it is perfectly 
situated to serve its dual use as a dog park and 
trailhead for the Dearborn Trail.

The Dearborn Trail extends from the trailhead at 
the Aurora Dog Park to the Lawrenceburg city 
line.  This portion of the trail is 1-1/2 miles long and 
is heavily used by local residents as well as those 
from neighboring Lawrenceburg.

Park Uses
The Aurora Dog Park is a heavily used public dog 
park for the city.  Recent improvements to the 
park have added amenities for visitors to the park.  
As a trailhead for the Dearborn Trail this park is 
used as a meeting point for trail users in addition 
to its primary use as a dog park.

The custom signage, standard site furniture and 
gazebo serve as an example for the standards 
that the city of Aurora should maintain throughout 
its parks system.  Using standard amenities such as 
these help to create a common vocabulary of 
elements for visitors which helps to identify parks 
which belong to the Aurora parks system.

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• Dog run
• Gazebo with benches
• Dearborn trail trailhead
• Dearborn trail
• Paved parking
• Entrance signage

Dearborn Trail signage and gazebo

Dog park

Signage
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Existing Conditions

Overview
Cochran Park is the newest park for the Aurora 
Parks system and is located along Cochran Street.  
The park is located in a part of the community 
which is largely separated from the rest of the 
city by the highway and creeks.  The park is 
located within a neighborhood with a large 
number of children and is perfectly located as a 
neighborhood park.  Cochran Park includes 0.22 
acres.

Park Uses
The primary use of Cochran Park is the 
playground.  This playground provides a variety 
of play activities. Seating is provided around the 
playground for families watching the children 
play.

Parking is available on-street adjacent to the 
park.  Sidewalks and accessible ramps were 
included when the park was constructed.  
Although the park is accessible to those in 
wheelchairs, the playground is not because 
of the wood borders used around the 
mulch area.  An accessible ramp into the 
playground along with the proper type of 
mulch would create ADA compliant access 
for the playground.

Park Amenities
Park amenities include:
• Playground
• Memorial
• Swingset
• Picnic Table
• Gazebo
• Benches

Play equipment

Play equipment

Entry signage and gazebo
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Access to edge of park not ADA compliant

Restroom without entry ramp/sidewalk

Transfer Station with no access

Mulch containment curb not accessible

Transfer Station with no sidewalk

Mulch containment curb
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Accessibility Review - Existing Conditions
According to a report issued by the US Census 
Bureau in 2012, approximately 18.7%, or 56.7 
million, of non-institutionalized citizens reported 
having some form of a disability in 2010.  The 
report defines different levels of disability but 
suggests that a person with a disability would 
have difficulty performing a specific activity 
such as seeing, hearing, bathing, or doing light 
housework, or has a specific condition such as 
Alzheimer’s disease or autism.

Other report findings included:
• 70.5% of individuals over 80 have a disability 

and 8.4% of children under age 15.
• Disability rates have decreased slightly for 

people aged 55 to 64.
• 6.2% of adults over age 15 reported some level  

of difficulty with seeing, hearing, or having 
their speech understood.

• 12.6% of adults over age 15 had some 
ambulatory limitations that included walking, 
climbing stairs, or using a wheelchair, cane, 
crutches, or a walker.

City of Aurora Accessibility Information
Aurora’s designated ADA Coordinator is 
Guinevere Emery, City Manager.  She can be 
reached by contacting the City of Aurora at 513-
505-7647 or 235 West Main Street, Aurora, IN 47001.  
Additionally, public notice of ADA requirements is 
posted in hard copy format in the City Hall.

If citizens have an ADA grievance, they can 
contact Guinevere directly or submit their 
complaint to the Clerk Treasurer’s office.

Accessiblity Review
During the preparation of this plan, an accessibility 
review of the city’s parks system was conducted.  
It is a goal of the City of Aurora’s Park Board to 
improve accessibility within existing and future 
parks and to offer barrier-free facilities, programs, 
and services that are inclusive to all users.

Currently, the majority of the amenities offered 
within the parks system are not accessible.  Some 
parks such as Cochran park, the ARCC and the 
Aurora City Park  have amenities which have 
accessible features but they are not located 

on accessible routes.  Accessible routes to and 
between all of the park’s amenities are lacking 
and present the greatest barrier to accessibility.  
Additionally, limited designated parking areas 
are provided..  Many of the parking surfaces and 
entry roads are gravel and not accessible per the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 2010 standards.

Other community amenities offer accessible 
recreation opportunities.  The best example of 
this is the ARCC offering indoor and outdoor 
recreational opportunities for all user groups.

In addition to reviewing the accessibility of 
physical amenities, communications practices 
were also reviewed.  While the city’s website does 
mention all of the parks within the system, there is 
no detailed information about them or accessible 
facilities, programs, or activities.

Public Input & Stakeholder Comments
The city contracted with a consultant to prepare 
an ADA Transition Plan in 2013.  Public Input was 
received as a part of this process.  The Transition 
Plan identifies the steps needed for the city to 
implement improvements creating a wholly 
accessible city.

In addition, the stakeholder meetings conducted 
as a part of this master plan process were used 
to gather opinions and perceptions of the public 
concerning the parks and accessibility.  There was 
not a great concern over the lack of accessibility 
but most residents did acknowledge that the 
majority of park facilities are not universally 
accessible.

The Park Board and City of Aurora understand 
the importance of accessibility within its public 
amenities and will seek to make improvements.  
Future improvements will address accessible 
routes to and within the parks, accessible 
playground equipment, shelters, amenities, 
and furnishings.  Specific recommendations are 
included in the following sections, as well as in the 
Action Plan, with a time line and cost opinions for 
improvements.
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System Wide Improvements



AURORA FIVE YEAR MASTER PARK PLAN  61

Facility Recommendations 

Findings from the inventory, input from the public 
meetings and surveys provided  the Park Board and 
staff direction as to what issues and improvements 
to consider for this master plan.  The following list 
contains the recommendations, separated into 
those applicable to system wide improvements 
and maintenance and those specific to each 
park.  From these recommendations, certain 
ones have been prioritized based on the level 
of general community support, the Park Board 
and employees’ assessment, and consideration 
of financial and other constraints.  Following this 
list is the five-year action plan which lists those 
recommendations selected and prioritized for the 
next five years.  This priority action plan will serve 
as a basis for improvement and development of 
the Aurora Park system over the next five years.

System Wide Improvements and Maintenance
• Develop a trail system master plan to develop 

connections between parks
• Add accessible ramps and access routes to 

parks and playgrounds 
• Replace existing site furnishings including 

benches, tables, waste containers, and bike 
racks with consistent city-wide standards

• Add universally (accessible) playground 
equipment

• Update and repair existing playground 
equipment to meet current standards

• Establish “Friends of the Aurora Parks” volunteer 
group

• Identify various funding sources for grants and 
gifts

• Develop park interpretive, regulation, and 
identification signage standards 

• Add new park entrance signage and 
identification

• Improve access to each of the parks
• Continue to provide improvements and 

furnishings that increase ADA accessibility
• Continue to maintain existing amenities and 

facilities
• Establish a yearly maintenance schedule 

to routinely maintain parks system including 
renewal of mulch and routine repairs needed 
for safety

• Establish a long-term replacement program 
for facilities such as concrete sidewalks and 
asphalt pathways

• Continue to evaluate transition from city pool 
to indoor aquatic center located at the ARCC

• Continue to explore future park improvements 
along the waterfront

Universal Accessible Playground Example

Existing Lesko Park Trail

Adventure Playground Precedent Image
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Recommended Improvements for Ron Nocks 
Park include: 
• Enhanced plantings on the perimeter of the 

park to buffer traffic on S.R. 350
• Add shade trees to buffer the park from S.R. 

350

Lesko Park
As one of the most popular and well used parks 
in the Aurora parks system, Lesko Park is a well 
maintained and programmed park with several 
facilities provided for a variety of activities.  
Recommendations for Lesko Park are focused 
on routine maintenance and recommendations 
to bring the park into compliance with ADA 
requirements.

Recommended Improvements for Lesko Park 
include:
• Replace all benches, picnic tables, bike racks 

and trash receptacles with city standard  over 
time

• Install accessible ramps in playground areas
• Replace mulch in playground areas with ADA 

compliant mulch/surface
• Provide sidewalk connections and accessible 

ramps when needed to connect Lesko Park 
Trail to the shelter buildings to provide ADA 
access

• Evaluate feasibility of extending the bike/
pedestrian trail to the east to connect with 
Rising Sun

Aurora Recreational Community Center
ARCC facilities are a part of the Aurora Parks 
network but are maintained as a stand-alone 
facility.  The ball fields are maintained by the 
Little League.  Improvements to the ARCC 
grounds include upgrades to facilities to meet 
current requirements.  Other recommended 
improvements are focused on expanding the 
park users and bringing facilities into compliance 
with ADA recommendations.

Recommended Improvements for the ARCC 
include:
• Update playground equipment to meet 

current regulations
• Provide playground equipment for a variety 

of age groups to meet the needs of ballfield 
users

• Provide a universally accessible playground 
with access and play elements for children 

Largent Field
Largent Field is currently used primarily for adult 
softball leagues.  The park sees regular use during 
the softball season.  Upgrades to the playground 
are needed to meet current standards.  In addition 
sidewalks from the parking area to the play area 
and to the restrooms would allow wheelchair 
access to the site which is currently unavailable.  
The park also serves the nearby neighborhood 
with the playground and picnic areas. 

Recommended Improvements for Largent Field 
include: 
• Update playground equipment to meet 

current regulations
• Provide sidewalks from the parking areas to 

the restroom and the playground
• Replace benches, picnic tables and trash 

receptacles with city standard over time
• Pave access road and parking to reduce dust 

Waterways Park
Facilities within Waterways Park are fairly new 
and in good condition.  This small park has been 
fully programmed with facilities with the addition 
of the little league practice field.  Only minor 
improvements are recommended for Waterways 
Park. 

Recommended Improvements for Waterways 
Park include:
• Construct sidewalk from Moore Street to the 

parking area on the perimeter of the access 
drive to provide ADA compliant access for 
the park

• Maintain the remaining areas of the park for 
passive and quiet recreation

• Evaluate canoe rental facility located in 
Waterways Park utilizing the existing canoe 
launch on North Hogan Creek

Ron Nocks Memorial Park
As a small pocket park serving a neighborhood, 
only minor improvements are needed for Ron 
Nocks Memorial Park.  The existing facilities within 
this park serve as a memorial to an honored 
member of the community and also provides 
a play opportunity for neighborhood children.  
However, the park’s location next to a busy 
state road does create some safety concerns.  
Recommended improvements are focused on 
buffering the vehicular traffic while also adding a 
layer of protection for the park. 

Facility Recommendations 
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Facility Recommendations 

of all abilities including those with mobility 
impairments and visual impairments

• Replace under-utilized skate park with 
basketball goals and court

• Evaluate drainage issues near creek to reduce 
flooding in park

• Incorporate a walking trail around the 
perimeter of the park to provide an additional 
facility for park users

• Continue to evaluate funding sources for an 
indoor aquatic center located in or near the 
ARCC

• Expand programming roles of staff at ARCC 
to incorporate park programming into their 
job description - Look to add staff as programs 
become more successful and demanding on 
staff

Aurora Dog Park
Recent improvements to the Aurora Dog Park 
have added much needed site amenities such 
as entry signage, seating and shade provided 
by a gazebo.  These site amenities represent the 
new city standard for benches, trash receptacles 
and signage for all parks in the park network. 
There are no added improvements needed for 
the Aurora Dog Park.

Cochran Park
As the city’s newest park within the network, 
Cochran Park includes new playground 

equipment, sidewalks and accessible ramps.  
However, the playground is not accessible to 
wheelchairs.  Improvements for this park are minor 
and involve meeting ADA requirements.

Recommended improvements for Cochran Park 
include:
• Install accessible ramps in playground areas
• Replace mulch in playground areas with ADA 

compliant mulch/surface
• Replace existing site furniture with city 

standard amenities

Dearborn Trail Extension
The Dearborn Trail is a popular facility used by 
many residents.  Connecting the trail through 
downtown would increase usage and draw 
additional visitors to the area.  Extending the trail 
to the west toward the Ohio County Line would 
connect the trail in Lesko Park to the Triple Whipple 
Bridge over Laughery Creek.  The structure is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places.  The 
trail extension would also connect users to the 
Riverview Cemetery, also on the National Register 
of Historic Places.  Both the Triple Whipple Bridge 
and the Riverview Cemetery provide a scenic 
destination for the trail extensions.  Extending 
the trail to the west to the county line would also 
create opportunities for regional trail connections 
to nearby towns such as Rising Sun when the trail 
is extended through Ohio County.

Dearborn Trail Extension Concept Plan
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Gabbard Riverfront Park Improvements
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Facility Recommendations 

Recommendations
Although the Gabbard Riverfront Park property is 
owned by the city it is not an official park within 
the parks system.  When this park is developed 
it should be officially included within the parks 
system.  Programming and maintenance 
schedules for this park should be included in the 
overall planning efforts.

The Gabbard Riverfront Park is currently an 
open lot where a building previously sat.  The 
plaza is located along the riverfront with S.R. 56 
separating the site from the river.  The property 
is located in downtown on a key overlook to the 
Ohio River.  Preliminary plans were developed as 
a part of the Aurora Riverfront Vision Plan.  As a 
part of this master planning process a closer and 
more detailed analysis was done for the property.  
Information gathered from the public meetings 
and the stakeholders meetings was used to 
develop a program for the site which would 
best compliment existing events and facilities 
within the city.  As the city’s only urban park, the 
proposed improvements will create a unique 
park within the parks system.

Proposed improvements include a community 
green for event seating, a variety of seating 
opportunities for large and small gatherings, a 
flexible stage area made of specialty paving, and 
space for the newly created Aurora Marketplace.

Careful consideration will need to be given to 
access into the park with busy streets adjacent 
to two sides of the park.  Decorative crosswalks 
help to alert motorists to the pedestrian crossings.  
A buffer wall is provided to shield the park from 
Judiciary Street and to provide some protection 
for pedestrians within the plaza.  With proper 
engineering this wall could also serve as a vehicle 
deterrent for safety.

The space created within this plaza could 
accommodate year round programming 
including summer movies, summer concerts, the 
Aurora Marketplace, winter festivities and other 
festivals.

Concept from Riverfront Vision Plan

Riverfront Swings Precedent Image

Example of Specialty Pavement at Crosswalks
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Mary Stratton Park Improvements
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Facility Recommendations 

Recommendations
Mary Stratton Park is the only park within the 
network located in the Historic District.  The park is 
utilized by nearby schools who do not have play 
equipment at the school.  The existing playground 
equipment offers a variety of play opportunities 
but like in many older parks is outdated and in 
need of repair.  The park is located at the end 
of Judiciary Street and is at a higher elevation 
than the downtown area.  Unique viewpoints are 
available within the park.

Proposed improvements include a new and 
unique playground providing nature play for 
children in the downtown.  Other improvements 
include enhanced crosswalks to improve visibility 
of the crosswalks to drivers.  Improved connections 
to Lesko Park are also recommended.

Proposed changes to the park include an 
outdoor classroom with seating in a visually 
contained area.  This provides additional uses 
for the schools already using the park.  New 
sidewalks are proposed to connect the sidewalks 
along 5th Street with the outdoor classroom and 
the playground.

The existing interpretive signage will be 
incorporated with the new improvements 
continuing the historic education currently 
provided.

Maintenance recommendations include repairs 
to the existing retaining wall surrounding the park.  
The materials of the wall should be re-utilized 
where possible to maintain the historic nature of 
the wall.  New materials should match the existing 
stones.

The existing site furniture and entry signage should 
be replaced with the city standard site amenities.

Nature Play Precedent Image

Adventure Play Example

Nature Play Example
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Aurora City Park Improvements
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Facility Recommendations 

Recommendations
The Aurora City Park is a fully developed park but 
is in need of repairs and increased maintenance.
Updates and repairs to the existing facilities will 
increase the use of this park and can provide 
additional opportunities to generate revenue for 
the parks system.

Proposed improvements include updates to 
the Clayton Batchelor Pavilion. The updates are 
needed for the interior of the building and include  
modernizing the kitchen and aesthetic updates.  
This facility  will generate more rentals with these 
improvements.  Minor exterior repairs are needed 
for the exterior of the building.

The Aurora City Pool is a popular destination for 
residents during the operating season.  However, 
recent studies have shown that the aging pool 
generates high maintenance costs which are not 
off-set by entrance fees.  Recommendations from 
this plan include evaluation of the feasibility of a 
new indoor aquatic center located within or near 
the ARCC.  This would provide a modern facility 
which could attract new users in addition to 
current pool users.  In addition, the indoor facility 
would provide year-round access.  Operating 
and programming tasks could be combined 
with the ARCC operations providing savings with 
efficiency. The pool should continue to operate 
in the interim. 

Other improvements include increased 
connections between Waterways Park and the 
ARCC.  Sidewalks are recommended between 
the playgrounds and the parking areas on the 
access drive.  Sidewalks are also recommended 
along the access drive to create ADA compliant 
routes from Park Avenue to the park.  Strategically 
located clearings to provide additional fishing 
opportunities are recommended as well.

Maintenance improvements include replacement 
of playground mulch with ADA compliant mulch/
surfacing and the addition of playground access 
ramps.

Connections to ARCC and Waterways Park

Fishing/Water Access at North Hogan Creek

ADA Playground Accessibility



AURORA FIVE YEAR MASTER PARK PLAN  70

Sports Complex Improvements
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Facility Recommendations 

Recommendations
The Aurora Sports Complex was built to provide 
facilities for soccer use which has increased in 
popularity and demand in recent years.  The 
park currently sees heavy use with practices and 
games during soccer seasons.  

Proposed improvements include the addition 
of lighting for the park and a proposed 
restroom building. These two improvements 
will provide additional hours of play increasing 
the opportunities to host soccer tournaments 
at the complex. This could provide additional 
revenues for the parks system with field rental and 
increased concession sales.  Other improvements 
recommended to improve the use of the soccer 
park include a walking path around the perimeter, 
additional shelter house, and new playgrounds.  
Reconfiguring the layout of the soccer fields 
would provide additional fields for additional age 
levels.  This would also increase the opportunity 
for soccer tournaments.

Other recommended improvements include 
a new softball field to compliment the field at 
Largent Field.  Providing an additional field would 
increase the opportunity for adult league play. 
The walking path is recommended around the 
exterior of the park to provide another use for the 
park that can be utilized during times of the year 
when soccer is off-season. 

Entrance enhancements include the addition 
of a city standard park sign, paved access road 
and paved parking areas.  This would reduce the 
dust on the property and facilities while reducing 
erosion on the steeper slope of the entry drive.  
Sidewalks are recommended to connect with the 
walking path and playgrounds.  This would create 
ADA compliant access for the park.  

Play Equipment Example

Proposed Field Sizes

Walking Path Example

US Youth Soccer Recommended Field Dimensions
Age Group

U-6 25 x 20

U-12 80 x 55

U-8 35 x 25

U-14 100 x 65

U-18+ 120 x 75

U-10 55 x 40

U-16 110 x 70

Length x Width (yards)
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Park Amenity Standards

Dedication on back of Sign

Trash Receptacle

Signage

Recommendations
A common discussion item during the stakeholder 
meetings, the public meetings, and the 
community survey revolved around the need for 
common standards for the site amenities within the 
parks system.  Consistent amenities will provide a 
brand for the parks system and will create a visual 
palette of facilities which is visibly recognizable.  
Having a consistent site amenities can also assist 
the city with the economic impacts of having a 
large number of parks with a large number of site 
furniture and amenities.  Repair and replacement 
parts will be the same and pricing breaks can be 
seen with bulk orders of equipment.

Recent improvements implemented at the Dog 
Park have provided the city with the beginnings 
of a standard palette of materials with custom 
benches, custom signage and trash receptacles.  
Any new park improvements should utilize the 
same brand and style of site furniture and building 
materials shown on the gazebo.  In addition, 
the city should develop a plan for systematic 
replacement of existing site furniture throughout 
the system to meet these standards.  Building 
improvements including roof replacement should 
use materials and colors as shown on the gazebo 
located at the Aurora Dog Park.

Recommended Standards Site Amenities (see 
pictures to right) include:
• Limestone signage with park specific name 

and City of Aurora symbol as shown in picture 
to the right

• Wayfinding/Directional Signage - Directional 
signage to match colors of building materials 
as noted below

• Bench - Custom from Stewart Iron Works 
• Bike Rack - Victor Stanley Cycle Sentry 

Collection
• Picnic Table - Victor Stanley Streetsites 

Collection
• Trash Receptacle - Stewart Iron Works
• Building materials - colors and materials to 

match gazebo at Aurora Dog Park
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Park Amenity Standards

Backless Bench - Custom by Stewart Iron Works

Bike Rack - Victor Stanley or Equal

Custom Bench - Stewart Iron Works

Gazebo/Building Materials and Colors

Picnic Tables - Victor Stanley or Equal

Example Directional Signage



Category Goal Action Timeline (year) Estimated 
Cost

Potential Funding 
Source

1 2 3 4 5 (ref. pages 18-19)

Policy/ 
Procedure 
Suggestions Increase Parks Funding

Apply for grants and identify sources 
of matching funds to use toward grant 
opportunities.

• • • • • N/A See Below for Specific 
Suggestions

Pursue Stellar Community Grant • $0 OCRA;  INDOT;  IHCDA; 
State Revolving Fund

Encourage allocation of more money toward 
the park’s budget.

• • • • • $0 General Fund

Develop an updated fee schedule for renting 
pavilion facilities.

• $0 N/A

Pursue Community Partnerships/Sponsorships
Create position for park’s coordinator/director/
promoter.

• $0 to 
$30,000

General Fund

Create a “Friends” group for the local parks. • $0 N/A

Approach local businesses for sponsorship park 
activities and amenities.

• • • • • $0 N/A

Pursue joint use agreements with schools. • • • • • $0 N/A

Be aware of additional properties for potential 
park use.

• • • • • $0 N/A

Improve Parks Maintenance
Establish a tree planting and replacement 
program.

• $0 IDNR - Division of Forestry

Engage local and volunteer groups to help 
maintain parks.

• • • • • $0 N/A

Conduct a safety audit of all playgrounds using 
a certified playground safety inspector.

• $0 Playground Sales 
Representative

Remove/refurbish all noncompliant playground 
equipment.

• • • • Removal: 
$1000

Refurbish:
TBD

General Fund, City Staff

Conduct regular inspection and maintenance 
of park amenities and equipment and 
document all activities.

• • • • • $150-200/
year

General Fund, City Staff

Replenish mulch in playgrounds to provide 
proper drainage and ADA compliant surface.

• • • $2,000-
10,000

General Fund, City Staff

Implement accessible routes and entrances to 
playgrounds to meet the requirements of ADA.

• • $1,000-
$20,000 ea.

General Fund; RTP 
Grant;Lily Endowment 
Grant; Dearborn County 
Community Foundation

Pursue Additional Local Planning Studies
Develop ADA procedures and policies. • $10,000 General Fund

Develop a pedestrian and bicycle facility 
master plan for the community.

• $35,000 IDNR - Special Grants;  
Dearborn County 
Community Foundation

Develop an indoor aquatic center master plan 
including detailed cost and study of funding 
opportunities.

• $50,000 IDNR - Special Grants;  
Dearborn County 
Community Foundation

Develop a Feasibility Study for extension of the 
Dearborn Trail from Lesko Park to the west

• $20,000 General Fund, Dearborn 
County Community 
Foundation
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Priority Action Plan



Market City of Aurora Park Opportunities
Develop park branding including individual 
logo for Aurora Parks.

• $5,000 General Fund

Update the park website and content. • $2,000 General Fund

Apply for grant opportunities. • • • • • $0 IDNR - Land and Water 
Conservation Fund; Lily 
Endowment;  Vectren 
Foundation;  Dearborn 
County Community 
Foundation;

Develop Trail System (costs assume Lesko Park starting point)
Approach property owners and acquire right-
of-ways/easements.

• Depends 
on Owner

Transportation 
Enhancement

Apply for grant opportunities. • • • • • $0 Transportation 
Enhancement; IDNR 
- Recreational Trails 
Program;  IDNR - Special 
Grants;  Safe Routes 
to School;  Dearborn 
County Community 
Foundation

Develop connections to Laughery Creek and 
Riverview Cemetery

• • $750,000 - 
$1,250,000

Same as Above

Develop connections between parks. • • $500,000-
$2,000,000

Same as Above

Develop connections to downtown. • • $500,000 - 
$1,000,000

Same as Above

Standardize City Park Amenities
Replace existing park  entry signs with new park 
standard.

• $30,000 N/A

Replace existing park benches, tables, trash 
receptacles, and bike racks with new park 
standard.

• • • • • $5,000-
$10,000 
per year

IDNR  - Land and Water 
Conservation Fund; Lily 
Endowment; Vectren 
Foundation;  Dearborn 
County Community 
Foundation;  

Install directional signage for parks. • • $2,500 
- $5,000 

each year

Same as Above

Category Goal Action Timeline (year) Estimated 
Cost

Potential Funding 
Source

1 2 3 4 5
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Priority Action Plan



Category Goal Action Timeline (year) Estimated 
Cost

Potential Funding 
Source

1 2 3 4 5

Physical
Improvement 
Suggestions

Gabbard Riverfront Park Improvements

Incorporate Park into parks system as an official 
City of Aurora Park

• $0 Park Board, City Council

Apply for grant opportunities • $0 IDNR  - Land and Water 
Conservation Fund; Lily 
Endowment; Vectren 
Foundation;  Dearborn 
County Community 
Foundation; 

Demolition of existing stone parking lot. • $50,000 Same as Above, General 
Fund

Install lawn area for community green. • $50,000 Same as Above

Install sidewalks and hardscape. • $150,000 Same as Above;  
Transportation 
Enhancement;  IDNR 
- Recreational Trails 
Program

Purchase and install furnishings (i.e. benches, 
picnic tables, etc.)

• $30,000 Same as Above

Install buffer/seat wall. • $150,000 Same as Above

Install park standard entry signage • $10,000 General Fund

Install special paving crosswalks. • $50,000 General Fund

Continue partnership with Aurora Marketplace 
for programming site.

• • • • • $0 N/A

Mary Stratton Park Improvements
Apply for grant opportunities • $0 IDNR  - Land and Water 

Conservation Fund; Lily 
Endowment; Vectren 
Foundation;  Dearborn 
County Community 
Foundation; 

Remove existing playground and wood edging • $50,000 Same as Above, General 
Fund

Install adventure/ nature play ground elements • $50,000-
$500,000

Same as Above

Install sidewalks and hardscape including 
outdoor classroom

• $50,000 Same as Above;  
Transportation 
Enhancement;  IDNR 
- Recreational Trails 
Program

Purchase and install furnishings (i.e. benches, 
picnic tables, etc.)

• $15,000 Same as Above

Install park standard entry signage • $10,000 General Fund

Install special paving crosswalks and improved 
sidewalks.

• $50,000 Same as Above;  
Transportation 
Enhancement;  IDNR 
- Recreational Trails 
Program

Repair existing retaining wall around perimeter 
of park

• • • $25,000-
100,000

General Fund
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Aurora City Park Improvements
Apply for grant opportunities • $0 IDNR  - Land and Water 

Conservation Fund; Lily 
Endowment; Vectren 
Foundation;  Dearborn 
County Community 
Foundation; 

Improve existing playgrounds to meet ADA 
standards

• $25,000 Same as Above

Improve Clayton Batchelor Pavilion to 
modernize facilities

• $50,000-
$100,000

Same as Above

Install park standard entry signage • $10,000 General Fund

Purchase and install furnishings (i.e. benches, 
picnic tables, etc.)

• $30,000 Same as Above

Install special paving crosswalks and improved 
sidewalks/trail connections to Waterways Park 
and ARCC.

• $25,000 - 
$150,000

Same as Above;  
Transportation 
Enhancement;  IDNR 
- Recrational Trails 
Program

Improve water access to North Hogan Creek 
including canoe launch and fishing pier

• $10,000-
$20,000

Same as Above; Indiana 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Lakes and Rivers 
Enhancement Program

Aurora Sports Park Improvements
Apply for grant opportunities • $0 IDNR  - Land and Water 

Conservation Fund; Lily 
Endowment; Vectren 
Foundation;  Dearborn 
County Community 
Foundation; 

Improve drainage/erosion issues at entrance 
drive.

General Fund

Install new playground. • $25,000 Lily Endowment; Vectren 
Foundation;  Dearborn 
County Community 
Foundation; 

Install walking path. • $50,000-
$100,000

Same as Above;  
Transportation 
Enhancement;  IDNR 
- Recrational Trails 
Program

Install utilities needed for restroom facility • $10,000 General Fund

Proposed restroom buildings • $75,000-
$130,000

Same as Above

Install softball field. • $25,000 - 
$150,000

General Fund

Install park standard entry signage • $10,000 General Fund

Install asphalt surface and striping for parking. General Fund; 
Transportation 
Enhancement;  IDNR 
- Recreational Trails 
Program

Category Goal Action Timeline (year) Estimated 
Cost

Potential Funding 
Source

1 2 3 4 5
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